
Explanatory Checklist (a checklist with explanations!) 

Use this to make an essay plan.  
If you can plan effectively for everything on this sheet, I guarantee you will pass.  
 

Introduction details: 

o The publication details of both texts, e.g. titles, authors, dates. If you can throw in genre/s you 
might get an extra mark.  
 

o Topic Sentences: 3 broad shared (similar) ideas, in relation to the essay topic. 
Remember: topic sentences don’t need to be expressed as an argument, but more as an idea 
that unites both texts that serves as a good place to start comparing them. 
 
 

o Contention: a broad overarching statement that addresses both texts and which you have 
come up with yourself, that is true, in relation to the essay topic.  

 
It will be a long sentence, because it needs to address both texts.  
E.g “While text A demonstrates that the best leaders are those who are reluctant to lead,  
Text B suggests that the best leaders are those who do not lead at all”  
 
(you might notice how similar this kind of a contention is to a VVC – it’s like the overall VVC 
of each text, in relation to the essay topic. What is the most important VVC? – and is it either 
similar, or different, or both?) 
 
It may state that overall, there is a fundamental similarity in what each text is 
communicating about your essay topic; or it may state that overall there is a difference; or, 
that there is a similarity and a difference.  
 
Ideally, it should take into consideration all of your 3 topic sentences (so that it doesn’t 
contradict any of them and ideally seems to support them). 
 
It does not need to mention textual features.  
Please see sample essays provided and see if you can identify the contention. 
 
 

o How 1: a list of the main textual features that are used to present each broad-shared idea 
(topic sentence). 
This should be 1 per text per paragraph: either characters, relationships, or plot-points. 
 
 

Body Paragraph details: You will need to do this THREE TIMES. Once for each body paragraph 

o Topic sentence: see above for more 
Additionally: If you have not directly addressed the how in your topic sentence (i.e. you 
haven’t mentioned any textual features: characters, relationships, plot-points, or even 
metalanguage (if metalanguage is going to be the focus of your paragraph, rather than 
characters or plot-points)) – then I will provide a prompt and extra room on the test for 
you to mention them.  
 

o 1-3 examples from each text of how/where the texts explore this idea similarly. 
Ø For each example you should anywhere from 1-3 quotes depending on how important it 

is / how many words you will spend on it) 



Ø Your examples might be: things characters say or do, events in the text, etc. 
 

o 1-3 examples from each text of how/where the texts explore this idea differently. 
Ø Ditto 
Ø Ditto 

 
o From the examples you have chosen above, you must find some textual 

features/metalanguage (literary style vs. dramatic/play style) that have been used to 
present the examples that you have chosen. for example, if you choose to discuss a key 
scene/passage from The Crucible: what stage directions might the author have included, and 
why? How might they create tension or suspense? Is there any symbolism? Etc. etc.  
 
Ø Each Part of the test that relates to each Body Paragraph (there is one for each body 

paragraph, and one for the introduction and one for the): 
is divided into similarities and differences.  

Ø For the example/s you choose to discuss for similarities, you will need to identify 1-3 
textual features/metalanguage, give details, and explain their function/purpose (what is 
their intended effect on the audience). 

Ø For the example/s you choose to discuss for differences, you will need to identify 1-3 
textual features/metalanguage, give details, and explain their function/purpose (what is 
their intended effect on the audience). 

Ø For Bonus marks, there is a section where you can compare the metalanguage features. 
Hint: try to find similarities – as the differences are obvious. 
 
If you are still unsure about textual features and metalanguage, there is a document 
and a video on the website that explains them. Read and watch again. 

 

o Views, Values, Concerns: you will need to express, in one sentence that discusses and 
compares both texts (a big sentence) – what are the authors trying to communicate about 
the ideas you are discussing in this paragraph?  
Ø For now: just start siple with a sentence for each text: what is the VV or C for each? 
Ø As you plan, and some more to your Checklist/Plan 

 

o A final, concluding sentence (link) that restates your topic sentence, but in more complexity, 
focussing not just on the broad similarity that you began with, but to include any major 
differences that have emerged through your comparison. 
 
By the end of your comparison/paragraph: is the original broad idea still complex enough? 
Or can you now express it in a more complex way that takes into consideration whether you 
think overall, the idea that you have discussed is presented in the texts in more of a similar 
or different or both way? Elaborate and complexify – if required. 

 

o Don’t forget to include a list of Comparative language words and terms (connectives). 

I have written them at different times on different documents I have given you. You will need to 
remember them and out them on your Plan to remind you to use them. 
 

o And a list of anything difficult to spell (characters’ names, etc) written and spelled correctly, 
can often save a mark. 


