
ACT 4 Questions      DUE: Monday,  August 8 

 

Extension 1/thinking Question: Why do you think the judges and ministers keep asking the convicted 
women and men to confess to crimes they never committed? Do you think that they may have some 
reservations? Or are they completely sure of the truth?  

Deputy Governor Danforth, Judge Hathorne, and Reverend Parris push the convicted to lie and live so 
they can absolve themselves from guilt for their baseless convictions. They have convinced 
themselves the confessions will prove they were right to convict the accused in the first place. In fact 
the people's fears of the supernatural play into the ambitions of the three men who want to use the 
trials to make names for themselves in the upper echelons of the Massachusetts province. 

 

 

1. Why do Abigail and Mercy decide to leave town at the start of Act 4? 
Believing as Reverend Parris does that many citizens will riot if more executions occur, the 
girls skip town. They fear reprisal from the people for their lies and fraudulent actions, 
especially Abigail, who instigated the courtroom theatrics used as irrefutable evidence to 
convict innocent people. She has always been intuitive about the religious, social, and 
political atmosphere in the town, and she knows the citizens are sickened that neighbors and 
friends have been hanged—or, like Giles Corey, crushed to death. With her plan ended to 
marry John Proctor once his wife is ruined, and realizing the townspeople will not stand for 
any more hangings, Abigail steals Parris's money and leaves. Always a follower of Abigail, 
Mercy goes with her. 
 
 

2. Why does Reverend Parris believe confessions will crush the murmurs of rebellion in Salem 
and support the rest of the hangings?  
Reverend Parris believes that if John Proctor, Rebecca Nurse, or Martha Corey confess, the 
townspeople who believe in their innocence as well as those who believe in their guilt will be 
satisfied. For the townspeople who consider the honest reputations these accused characters 
have earned over the years, a confession will not disparage the reputations of the three. Even 
if citizens think their confessions are lies, they have witnessed the integrity and piety of these 
three, and they would rather accept the lies and see the characters live. The townspeople 
now deplore the court's unfair version of justice; they will riot if Proctor, Nurse, and Corey 
hang. 
 
 

3. What is the reason for Deputy Governor Danforth's adamant decision not to pardon the 
three citizens sentenced to hang that morning?  
Deputy Governor Danforth is concerned about his reputation for consistency, not about the 
possibility that innocent people are scheduled to hang at sunrise. Since 12 people have 
already died on his orders, he is bothered by the idea of the townspeople's disapproval if he 
should delay the hangings or pardon the convicted defendants. Danforth knows the citizens 
of Andover, Massachusetts, threw out their court because of unjust convictions and 
executions; the seeds of insurgence are already planted in the minds of Salem townspeople 
who question the court. Nevertheless, Danforth refuses to have his reputation stained by the 
appearance of indecisiveness or the lack of commitment to eradicating the sinful practice of 
witchcraft. He says, "while I speak God's law, I will not crack its voice with whimpering." 
 
  



4. What is revealed about Giles Corey’s character when he chooses to be executed? 
By refusing to agree or disagree with the court's witchcraft charge against him, Giles Corey 
shows he always thinks of his family first and stands on the principles of honesty and his 
moral code, even in the face of death. If he had been hanged, Thomas Putnam could have 
confiscated his land because a conviction for witchcraft means a man forfeits his property. 
With his refusal to confess, his family inherits the land. 

 

Extension 2: What does Reverend Hale mean when he pleads with Elizabeth Proctor to "cleave to no 
faith when faith brings blood" – and why is this significant?  
Reverend Hale's comment means no loving god would ask a faithful follower to say or do anything 
causing harm or death to another person. He fervently believes life is more precious than any 
principle that ignores the commandment forbidding murder and leads to another person's death. 
Accordingly, he begs Elizabeth Proctor to convince her husband that pride is more sinful than lying if 
the lie leads to an unjust death 

 

Extension 3: How does Danforth's criticism of Elizabeth's lack of tears prior to John's hanging, bely 
his own conviction that Proctor's death is just? 
Deputy Governor Danforth has pronounced the executions valid but now considers the hangings a 
"calamity." He questions the justice of the executions that have already occurred and those to come. 
But he can't admit to having made a mistake. As a result he condemns Elizabeth for having a cold 
heart because she does not break down when facing her husband's death. Danforth needs Elizabeth 
to cry so her tears will wash away the doubt he feels for sentencing John to death on circumstantial 
evidence. 

 
 

5. What is the significance /deeper meaning of Reverend Parris's offer of cider to John Proctor? 
When Parris sees the unconditional love and abject sadness that passes between Elizabeth 
and John as Proctor is brought into the room in chains, his enmity for the man he helped 
convict dissipates. He recognizes the goodness of both the husband and wife, causing him to 
consider the possibility of goodness in the other condemned people who stand on their faith 
in God. 
 
 

6. Why is John Proctor so conflicted between lying about practising witchcraft (being involved), 
and dying knowing the truth? 
The foundation of John Proctor's life has been his Christian belief and his integrity. Proctor 
does not want to live if he confesses to something he did not do, because he would be lying 
to God, his family, the townspeople, and to himself. At the same time, if he chooses to hang, 
in the eyes of those who believe in his innocence he dies a martyr. To him this makes him a 
fraud and negates his honesty. He knows he is not a saint—a title he bestows on Rebecca 
Nurse for her piety—because he committed the sin of adultery. Still, in his final moments he 
chooses to stand on his religious beliefs rather than live under a lie. 
 
 

7. How does the last dialogue between Elizabeth and John illustrate/highlight the tragedy of 
their failure to communicate (throughout the play)? 
If John and Elizabeth had faced the issues in their marriage that caused the original rift 
between them, they would have been witnesses to the witch trials and not a part of them. 
Instead, John used his unhappiness as an excuse to commit adultery, while Elizabeth held on 



to her hurt and pride instead of believing in him after he confessed. Together the couple 
could have faced Abigail's manipulations and vengeful nature. If they had agreed on the 
need for John to confess his adultery publicly, they could have destroyed Abigail's power over 
the judges. Neither of the Proctors would have been charged, and John would have lived. 

 

Extension 4: What is illogical about Deputy Governor Danforth demanding John Proctor show the 
purity of his soul by naming others and judging their actions? 
In Act 3 Deputy Governor Danforth has chosen to believe the accusations of the girls, rather than 
John Proctor's testimony about them. In Act 4 Danforth says he will consider John an honest man 
only if he says he saw the convicted people doing the Devil's work. He thus contradicts himself twice; 
he has already gone on record showing that he doesn't believe Proctor's testimony, and he knows 
John would be lying, since John has already avowed he has never seen any of the convicted people 
doing anything out of the ordinary. Danforth knows Proctor's standing in the community will carry 
weight, so he needs the convicted man's "confession" to add clout to all of the sentences he has 
already handed out and to justify the deaths of the people he has hanged. However, John refuses to 
be used to further Danforth's reputation. 

 

8. Why does Miller emphasise the importance of people having a ‘good name’? 
Miller underscores the power of a person's name to evoke his or her reputation and the value 
of a "good name." This emphasis is another allegorical link between McCarthyism and the 
Salem witch trials. As a result of the Red Scare in the early 1950s, hundreds of people's 
reputations were ruined, resulting in the loss of their jobs and any means of solid 
employment in the future. Some people were so shamed by the allegations they took their 
lives. Mere suspicion of association with subversive groups, people, or ideologies and 
circumstantial evidence were enough to ruin a person's reputation. The concept of one's 
good name is so important in The Crucible that the character John Proctor chooses to save 
his name and lose his life. In Act 4 Proctor cries, "Because it is my name! Because I cannot 
have another in my life!" 
 
 
 

9. What might Elizabeth Proctor mean when she says of John, "he have his goodness now" ? 
Elizabeth tells John she has always known his goodness, but he has never been able to accept 
this quality in himself because he is so ashamed of his sin of adultery. By choosing to hang he 
shows he has forgiven himself. He can walk to the gallows with the knowledge that he dies 
an honest man in his and his wife's eyes, but most importantly, in God's eyes. 
 
 

10. How does Miller contrast the grouped characters Rebecca Nurse, John Proctor, and 
Reverend Hale with the group composed of Reverend Parris, Judge Hathorne, and Deputy 
Governor Danforth throughout The Crucible? 
e.g. Group A are shown to be: blah blah 
While Group B are shown to be yadda yadda 

Rebecca Nurse, John Proctor, and Reverend Hale stay true to their principles, show 
compassion for others, feel remorse for their shortcomings, and are strong enough to 
reveal their humanity. Rebecca does this when she calls the confessions lies and asks, "How 
may I damn myself? I cannot, I cannot." Hale denounces the court when he realizes how it 
perverts the religious tenets he has always accepted and when he admits he was cowardly 
not to support the innocent people accused of witchcraft. He accepts his sins and the "blood 
on his head" for his complicity with the court's injustice. In contrast Reverend Parris, Judge 



Hathorne, and Deputy Governor Danforth all consider their ambitions to be more 
important than the truth. Parris and Hathorne are petty, merciless men who will not agree 
with anyone else's interpretations because they fear being revealed as fools for believing 
baseless accusations. Danforth initially shows his intelligence and desire to act in accordance 
with governmental laws and God's teachings, but he contradicts his beliefs in Act 4. The 
character sees cracks in the court's evidence for conviction, but he cannot admit to this for 
fear of looking weak. 

 
 

 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER: 

Ø Who is the strongest character? Who is the weakest character? 
Ø Who is the most sympathetic character? Who is the least sympathetic? 
Ø Who (or what) do we blame the most for the tragedies? 


