


VCE English Unit 2: Wednesday, October 20:  
 
Read the ‘opinion piece’ entitled ‘Too many rules play us for fools’ 
 
And write a body paragraph like you would for a SAC. 150-250 words. 
 

Ø Topics sentence: Express one of the writer’s arguments and tone. 
 
E.G.: The writer, adopting a ____ tone, argues that ________. 
 

Ø Identify 3+ techniques  that are used to support the argument you have 
identified – with evidence from the text for each (e.g. a short quote). You 
may discuss the image, but only if it supports the argument you identify to 
start your paragraph. 
 
Please note: not all techniques need a quote (e.g. if you’re using an anecdote, 
you wouldn’t need to find a word that ‘proves’ it is an anecdote); however, 
within that anecdote, you would no doubt identify other techniques the right 
her used (e.g. emotive language or a metaphor) – which you would give a 
quote to ‘prove’ that it is in the text. 
 
 

Ø For each technique, either on its own or in conjunction with other quotes: 
explain how the technique/s intend to 
position/encourage/coerce/manipulate/invite/etc to reader to either think 
and/or feel – being as specific as you can with the thoughts and emotions. 
 
Hint: this is a good text to choose examples of persuasive language – e.g. 
words with certain connotations. 
 

Ø Then explain how that initial impact on the reader (how they are positioned 
to think and/or feel) – then allows them to be persuaded to share the 
writer’s argument (the one you identified in the topic sentence). 
 

Ø Make your final sentence is a mini-conclusion that re-states /summaries how 
certain of the techniques discussed in the paragraph support the writer’s 
overall contention. 

 
 
Extension: rather than just a general reader, try to imagine the specific type/s of 
readers the text, and your chosen techniques, target. 
 
& see if you can discuss structure at all (it might not be relevant to the argument you 
are discussing; but it probably is in some way). 
 
The difficulty with structure can be how to ‘bring it in’. There’s no real ‘one way’ – 
just keep experimenting, and look at how others do it. 
 
Due: Tomorrow – Thursday, October 21 
(Next MONDAY at absolute latest – don’t forget though, or you will shoot yourself in 
the foot.) 


