
 

 

Class 11 Main Lesson: Parzival – Day 3 - Monday 
 

1. Please say the special verse. 
 
 

2. Personal Reflections (in the back of your book, dated) – remember to elaborate where 
possible: 
 

I. What is a piece of advice you have received from a parent or parental figure that you chose 
to follow: what was the outcome? Did it help, or hinder? 
 

II. Have you/(do you often?) feel foolish, or have been made to look like a fool?  
Write about a particular moment and how it made you feel (don’t have to give embarrassing 
details). 
 

III. Is being a fool always a bad thing? Your thoughts…  
 

IV. Your name: Etymology? Why did your parents call you it? Do you like it? Why/why not? 
Do you prefer to be called by other names? Which one/s? Why?  
 
 

3. In short dot points (this is like your draft draft), please take some notes on the following 
points from last Friday – The Fool, part two just do your best to remember what you can! 
 
- Where does the path Sigune points him, take him? Remember: Sigune is his cousin. 
- How do people seem to react to Parzival? 
- How does Parzival seem to react to this/everyone else? 
- What happens in Arthur’s court? How is he treated? 
- How do women seem to be treated in this world?  
- What happens with the Red Knight? 

 
 

4. They say that human beings are partially formed by the age of seven “give me the boy, and 
I’ll show you the man” and that by the age of 17, most of a person’s general attitude to life 
(their disposition) is also formed. 
 
What might this mean for Parzival – a youth of 17, grown up isolated from the world with 
little understanding of the ways of how it works – is he likely ‘to fit in’? How might he deal 
with this loneliness? 
 
Listen to the amazing story of Caspar Hauser:  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUZsTCqQQ0HpBBVCBu-KioypTJaTypHj/view?usp=sharing  
 
Thinking questions: 
- Interesting? 
- What are your thoughts?  
- Why was he able to learn so much so quickly, and to be seemingly so intelligent? 
- Who killed him and why? 
- What might be the relevance to Parzival? 

 



 

 

5. LISTEN: Please listen to me read Part Three of ‘The Fool’: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yFaZ_zx5g5qXa19yz5p-k1EYLFJquoKy/view?usp=sharing  

sometimes the links don’t work – keep trying, and try refreshing the page, if they still don’t 
work email me and I can send you the an audio file via a gmail/Hotmail account (they’re 
about 10mb). 
 

 

6. Personal Reflection Tasks for Tomorrow 
 

I. What is a bit of advice you received from a parental figure that you chose not to follow:  
What were the consequences? 
 

II. Ponder on Gurnemanz’s advice (see below) – your thoughts? Is it good advice? Are there any 
you disagree with? Which? If you had to ‘take on’ one  or more pieces of his advice, which 
would it be?  

 

Gurnemanz’s advice (sorry, my shortened re-telling of the story left some out): 
 

1. Don’t talk about your mother (so much). 
2. Have shame – don’t lose it. 
3. Be kind and generous to the needy. 
4. Be humble - don’t be overly proud. 
5. Wealth – don’t squander it; don’t hoard it.  
6. Do not ask many questions – but if asked one, give it thought and answer straight to the point. 
7. You can hear, see, taste and smell – that is enough to lead you to reason… 
8. Temper daring with mercy: if you defeat an opponent in battle, let him live – unless he has done 
you mortal wrong. 
9. Keep yourself clean and presentable. 
10. Be manly and cheerful. 
11. Hold ladies in high esteem – if you lie to a woman you will incur love’s disfavour and suffer 
shame’s endless torment. 
12. Man and woman are one – they blossom from the self-same seed. 

 


