
Class 11 Main Lesson: Parzival – Day 11 – Monday 
 

1. Please say the special verse. 
 

2. Personal Reflection: (in the back of your book) 
 

I. Check-in: 
Sacrifice: going strong? Been tempted? Given in at all? Given up completely? 
Virtue: how going? Have you been able to live with your virtue? Can you give example/s? 
Or, have you forgotten?  
 

II. Your Class: Do you best to describe or give a picture of your class as a social body (as a 
whole), and your relationship to this social body. 
 
> consider the individual parts, but focus on what is formed as a whole; 
> how do you feel within this body? (confidential); 
> how would you describe your relationship with this group of people whom destiny has 
made a part of your life?  
 
You could choose to represent this artistically, or through the majesty of poetry, if 
expository explanations are not forthcoming. 
 
 

3. Listen to The Lover – Part 3: 
 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jHGq1W9qtLmNFbL22af8VS-DLRpaYr95/view?usp=sharing  
 
 

4. Some additional, interesting information about Gawain’s story: 
- Orgeluse has a tragic story. We are invited to dislike her at first, and to cast a misogynistic 

attitude toward her ‘haughty ways’, but we learn that because of her beauty, the knight 
Grammoflanz killed her dearest beloved, and then killed a succession of knights who 
followed, trying to win her ‘favour’. So she has had to watch numerous people die for her; 
this is why she does not encourage Gawain, as she does not want to be responsible for 
another person dying. 

- Gawain’s story – of having to ‘free the feminine within’ – in many ways, is the story of 
women in medieval times, and still the story of women today (I’ll let you think on that 
one). 

- Archetypally speaking, Gawain’s quest is one that represents the anima, or ‘female’ 
energy. 

- Grammoflanz is the knight responsible for wounding Anfortas, the Grail King – who also 
fell for Orgeluse, and so betrayed his sacred duty to the Grail, and was wounded in the 
testicles by Grammoflanz in the ensuing fight. 

- The death and decay and the wasteland that the characters are living in, is, in this way, 
connected to the injured fertility of the Grail King – without his energies of ‘creation’, the 
land cannot renew itself. 
 

A question to ponder: Consider: two men have been wounded in the testicles – the first, the knight 
Klingsor, who, after sleeping with a married woman lost his testicles and so turned to black magic and 
the imprisonment of women; the second, Anfortas the Grail King who, betraying his duty to the Grail 



(and the land), succumbed to the temptation of physical desire, and who also lost a testicle, and for 
which the land is now dying. 

What might this be about?  
 
Now that Gawain has liberated the females and broken the curse of the first castle, what might be 
Parzival’s destiny? 

 
 

5. On a new page titled: Gawain & Parzival 
 
- Describe Gawain: drawing on some examples, please write a character profile of Gawain: 

consider the way he acts (his actions) and is motivations (why he does them). 
 

- Does not need to be huge: a short paragraph. Leave room underneath to add a 
‘comparison with Parzival’ tomorrow. 
 

- Include a little illustration of ‘something’ that represents Gawain in some way. 
 
 

6. Thinking question for Tomorrow: In what ways is Gawain similar to Parzival; in what ways is 
he different? 
 
 

7. Start planning a Mandala for your Front Page: 
 
The four elements: You may, or may not have noticed, that for Gawain to achieve his destiny 
and conquer the world of illusion conjured by Klingsor, he had to defeat the four elements. 
 
Your mandala must include incorporation of the 4 elements in some way:  
- Water: emotion 
- Air: spirit 
- Fire: inspiration and bravery 
- Earth: body 

 
Ø It should draw on moments from your own life and journey as inspiration. 
Ø It may draw on moments from Parzival’s life and journey as inspiration. 
Ø Should be circular, or involve circles. 
Ø It must also contain an element of nature, as a central motif (see ‘thinking question for 

tomorrow’). 
 
Your Mandala must be personal to you, and represent you. 
 

 
8. Tasks for tomorrow: thinking:  

 
I. What do women want most of all? Give this question serious consideration. I shall return to 

‘the answer’ tomorrow in a short story.  
 

II. A) Boys: To what extent is ‘the feminine’ free within the masculine today? (that is, your 
emotional, caring side). Are men / do you feel free to embrace/display your feminine side? 



 
B) Girls: To what extent is ‘the masculine’ free within society today? (do you feel women are 
empowered to take control, be assertive and commanding and demanding?). 
 
 

III. Important: 
What is something from nature that you feel a deep personal connection with, or that you 
think represents you in some way… ? 
 
 


