
 Class 11 Cartography Main Lesson – Wednesday 12th August 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, happy Wednesday! 
 
Are you good at directions? What do you think it means to be good at directions? Is it 
knowing at any time which way is north or which way is south? Is it using an intuitive sense, 
or are some people just excellent at following their noses? I wonder why women are 
infamously bad at directions compared to men? Why does that ‘myth’ even exist? 
 
How do you figure out the direction north? I try to look at the sun’s path and find the 
midpoint between east and west on the horizon. And for south, all Australians surely look 
towards the Southern Cross. Have you ever imagined what it would be like to be randomly 
placed in the middle of the bush without a compass or a map? Common advice is to find a 
highpoint, follow a river or choose one direction or marker on the landscape and stick to it.  
 
A little personal story – I was once on a ‘rewilding’ camp and a group of about twenty of us 
were blindfolded and marched into the bush (at about 9pm, barefooted!) so we had no 
idea where we were. We were then instructed to move towards the sound of a drum, 
which was sounded every 30 seconds. I moved forwards, through the dense bush slowly, 
carefully, with my hands out in front of me (must have looked strange!) Every thirty 
seconds I readjusted my direction to where I thought I heard the drum beat coming from. 
The trees stood like solid friends and I gave each one I encountered a big hug. The drum got 
louder and I got closer and I truly felt alive in all my senses (except for sight). When I 
reached the ‘drum clearing‘ I got to stand by the fire and have the pleasure of watching the 
other blindfolded people stumble towards the sound, they looked equally vulnerable and 
powerful.  
Lucky we’re not at school or I could have got you all doing something similar, haha!  Lou  
 
 

1. There’s a new quiz today, enjoy!  

 

2. I’m factoring in time for you to work on the migration map of your chosen migratory 
animal. Finn emailed and asked if he could be present his work using powerpoint, 
that’s a good option! This task will be due in next Tuesday 18th August. Complete this 
first section today, I dare you not to leave it until the last minute.  
  
 

3. Please put the title Ptolemy on the next blank page of your ML book. Today’s audio is 
a dictation. First, write down the text as a draft before putting writing it up neatly in 
your ML book.    
Take time to carefully observe what is depicted on Ptolemy’s map (below) and find a 
picture on the internet if you want to be able to zoom in to get more details.  
Complete the ML page, by including two of the wind gods that are scattered about 
the outside of Ptolemy’s, as illustrations.  
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 Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5b/PtolemaicMap.jpg 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/5b/PtolemaicMap.jpg
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4. Complete the following multiple choice questions related to longitude and latitude 
(answers will be provided tomorrow): 

 
1. The starting point to measure latitude is the: 

a. Equator 
b. South Pole 
c. Tropic of Capricorn 
d. Prime Meridian 

 
2. Which of these best describes a line of latitude: 

a. The line between two countries 
b. A line that runs horizontally around the globe 
c. A line that runs vertically around the globe 
d. A prime meridian 

 
3. The 0 ° line of longitude runs through: 

a. Greece 
b. England 
c. America 
d. Egypt 

 
4. If a place is located at 45 ° South and 120 °  East would it be located closest to: 

a. The North Pole and the Prime Meridian 
b. The North Pole and the International Date Line 
c. The South Pole and the Prime Meridian 
d. The South Pole and the International Date Line 

 

5. The absolute location of Paris, France is: 
a. 69 ° N, 2 ° W 
b. 49 ° N, 20 °W 
c. 49 ° S, 2 °E 
d. 49 ° N, 2 °E 

 
 
 

5. To conclude Class 11, I would like you to contemplate how you think the invisible 
lines of latitude were first measured (hint: it is related to the warmth of different 
parts of the Earth). How would a sailor in the middle of an ocean be able to calculate 
his place of latitude?  


