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Brief (2000 year) history of cartography 

Below are a few notable historic maps. Carefully observe how they becoming increasingly 
accurate. https://www.gislounge.com/mapping-through-the-ages/ 

I want you also to realise that since the burning down of the library of Alexandrina and 
since Ptolemy’s incredibly detailed and accurate map, there was a few hundred years 
where minimal advancements were made cartographically.  

To have a glimpse of China’s cartographic history click on the following link: 
https://www.viewofchina.com/ancient-chinese-maps/ 

 

Tabula Rogeriana, 1154 

 

Tabula Rogeriana by Al Idrisi, isn’t just a map of the world- it’s an extensively researched geographical text 
that covers natural features, ethnic and cultural groups, socioeconomic features, and other characteristics 
of every area he mapped. This work was created for King Roger II of Sicily. Al Idrisi drew upon his own 
extensive travels, interviews with explorers, and draftsmen paid to travel and map their routes in order to 
create the maps in the Tabula Rogeriana. These maps describe the world as a sphere, and break it up into 
seventy different rectangular sections, each of which is discussed in exacting detail in the remainder of the 
Tabula. 

 

 

 

https://www.gislounge.com/mapping-through-the-ages/
https://www.viewofchina.com/ancient-chinese-maps/
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Hereford - Mappa Mundi, ca. 1300. 

 
“Mappa mundi” is a generic term for medieval European world maps. The Hereford Mappa Mundi is 
notable for being the largest medieval map still in existence, as well as one of the most elaborately drawn 
and coloured. The illustration of the map itself is circular, with Jerusalem placed at the center of the map, 
the garden of Eden in a ring of fire near the top of the map, and the whole thing oriented with east at the 
top. One odd feature of the Hereford map is that Europe is mislabelled as Africa, and vice versa. Though 
the map is circular, experts don’t think it’s evidence that the cartographer believed in a flat earth. Instead, 
the Hereford Mappa Mundi is widely regarded as being a type of projection, with the uninhabitable regions 
to the north and south omitted from the map. 
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Fra Mauro’s World Map 1450 
 

 
 

The Fra Mauro Map was created by the monk Fra Mauro around 1450 AD. It’s considered one of the finest 
pieces of medieval cartography in existence. It’s a large round map, around two meters in diameter, 
painted on vellum and stretched in a wooden frame. The map itself depicts the known world at the time- 
Europe, Asia, and Africa. One interesting feature of Fra Mauro’s map is that it is oriented with south at the 
top of the map, as opposed to the Ptolemy map, another well-known historical map. Fra Mauro chose this 
orientation instead of Ptolemy’s northern orientation because he felt that Ptolemy’s map was no longer 
accurate, having been created based on information gleaned from works of Ptolemy dating from long 
before much of the world had been thoroughly explored. 
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Cartography during the Early Modern Period 

Printing, plus the big impulse in the developing of different methods of surveying and new instruments of 
measurement that took place specially during the 16th century, were responsible for the rise of 
cartographers as influent people in the most powerful countries of the world. The commercial expansion, 
the colonization of new parts of the world, and the search for military superiority over other countries, 
brought the realization of the need to accurate maps to control as much as the world as possible, putting 
great emphasis on the cartography of the coastal areas and the new inland regions discovered during these 
times. The Spanish sailor and cartographer Juan de la Cosa, for instance, created the first cartographic 
representations of the Americas, and other maps of Africa and Eurasia as well, and many others followed 
and even improved his cartographic work. 
 
Now to the following resource that nicely shows the unveiling of the shape of countries and their 
connectedness.  
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Source: https://zh-prod-1cc738ca-7d3b-4a72-b792-20bd8d8fa069.storage.googleapis.com/s3fs-
public/inline-images/justincaseyouwannacompareortestthese.png 
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