
HOW TO ANALYSE AN ARTWORK. 
 

1. Briefly describe what you see:   
 

e.g. ‘Digger’ by van Gogh depicts a peasant man with a spade. He is hunched 
over, perhaps pulling up weeds.  
 

2. Elaborate on what you see, moving from simple description through to analysis 
(explain what the image suggests/signifies/communicates). Discuss the elements and 
principles and use art language! Where possible, make mention of the use of a 
material or technique as well (this will be more relevant for some art movements than 
others. You MUST do so when discussing impressionism!)  
 

e.g. The man is depicted in practical work-clothes and holds a spade, 
suggesting that he is likely a farmer. The sketchy charcoal line-work makes 
the clothing appear worn, creating the impression that he perhaps a peasant, or 
somebody who has fallen upon hard times. The background is sparse, with the 
negative space suggesting that the land offers little to this farmer. The dull, 
muted colour pallet further supports this feeling of oppression and hardship.  
 

3. Sum up the meaning of the work and explain its connection to the art movement (if 
your artist is associated with a movement), an/or to the artist’s own history, culture 
and/or personal biography. 
 

e.g. In his early career, van Gogh was inspired by the work of Realist artists. 
This work can be seen as essentially Realist in nature due to its unadorned 
depiction of an every-day country scene. The harsh realities presented in 
‘Digger’ could be read as a commentary on the plight of the lower class.  

 
 

   
    

 
 

KEY:  Underlined = Analysis 
           Bold = Art language / elements and principles 
           Italics = Use of materials or techniques 
 
NOTE: You do not need to underline, embolden or 
italicise these techniques in you own analysis; I have 
simply done it in this guide to help you recognise these 
techniques.   
 

IMAGE REFERENCE:  
Van Gogh Route, 2020, Kaufmann Etten, The Netherlands. Van Gogh 
Route, viewed 10th April 2020, https://www.vangoghroute.com/the-
netherlands/etten/kaufmann/. 
   


