
CLASS 11 
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What is Art?



HISTORY OF ART - ML Topics

WEEK 2

MONDAY Post-Impressionism & Expressionism
Cezanne & Munch

ML Note OR Artwork

TUESDAY Cubism & Surrealism
Picasso & Dali

ML Note OR Artwork

WEDNESDAY Abstract Expressionism & Pop Art
Rothko & Warhol

ML Note OR Artwork

THURSDAY Postmodernism to contemporary ML Note OR Artwork

FRIDAY Catch up & choosing artist for individual research Choosing artist to research

c.1885 -

c.1907 -

c.1940 -
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MODERNISM: 
Realism to 
Abstract 

Expressionism
(Courbet to Pollock)



Features of Modernism (1850 – 1960s):
● A rejection of history and conservative values (such as realistic depiction of subjects)
● Innovation and experimentation with form (the shapes, colours and lines that make up 

the work) with a tendency to abstraction
● An emphasis on materials, techniques and processes
● Driven by various social and political agendas; often utopian and/or commenting on 

ideal visions of human life and society 
● A belief in progress

Significant events during Modernism:
● Advances in technology and science
● Advances in communication and travel
● WW1 and WW2
● Colonisation began/intensified (scramble for Africa) and ended
● Suffragette movement and waves of feminism 



MODERNISM to POSTMODNERISM
The terms modernism and modern art are generally used to describe the succession of art movements 
that critics and historians have identified since the realism of Gustav Courbet and culminating in abstract 
art and its developments in the 1960s.

By the 1960s modernism had become a dominant idea of art, and a particularly narrow theory of 
modernist painting had been formulated by the highly influential American critic Clement Greenberg. A 
reaction then took place which was quickly identified as postmodernism … 



Postmodernism … 
While the modernists supported ideals of clarity and simplicity, postmodernism 
embraced complex and often contradictory layers of meaning.

The term is associated with scepticism, irony and philosophical critiques of the 
concepts of universal truths and objective reality.

… was Pop Art a modernist or 
postmodernist movement? 
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One and Three Chairs, 1965
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pattern, hierarchy
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Clock (One and Five), English/Latin Version 
(Exhibition Version), 1965, 1997

“Artists make meaning; 
that’s what we do,” 
Kosuth says.



Texts for Nothing #6, 2010, & Double Reading #12, 1993

“I pointed to the Blondie 
cartoon and said, ‘See 
that? That’s not my work.’” 
He points to the Leibniz 
quote: “Not my work 
either. My work is the gap 
between. It’s where the 
surplus meaning is 
created from those two. 
Those are just props to 
give me that.”





Barbara KRUGER (1945 - )

Untitled (I shop therefore I am), 
1987



Untitled (We Don’t Need Another Hero), 1987



Untitled, 1986



… was Pop Art a modernist or 
postmodernist movement? Answer = in between modernism 

and postmodernism





TASK FOR THE DAY
Write a summary of Postmodernism

○ With detailed reference of Kosuth or Kruger

○ Reference at least one of their artworks in your discussion

OR

Create a reproduction of a Postmodernist artwork

○ Any medium

○ A5 – A4, or whatever is appropriate



A brief look at a few other 
Postmodernists



Christo (1935-2020), Bulgarian

Began as a gifted portrait painter.

Later joined a group of artists that 
presented objects as art. 

Transforms existing things so we 
look at them differently - afresh

He began wrapping in fabric 
objects ranging from a motorbike 
to a mile of Cliffs in Sydney. 



Wrapped coast, Little 
Bay, Sydney, 
Australia, 1969



Cindy SHERMAN (1954 - )

● Photographer; often is the model
● Use of cultural codes to challenge 

gender identity



Marc QUIN (1964 - ) British

● Sculptures of his face made from 
frozen blood; reminiscent of Roman 
bodices



How to Identify a Postmodern Art:
1. Subject matter that makes commentaries on culture 
2. Sense of social conscience 
3. Scepticism concerning scientific & technological progress 
4. Appropriation or recycling from other work 
5. Rejection of single interpretations of meaning 
6. Use of modern technology and media 
7. Pluralistic viewpoints





Australian Artists



Fredrick McCUBBIN (1855 – 1917)



Sidney NOLAN (1917 – 1992)



Fred WILLIAMS (1927 – 1982)



Rosalie GASCOIGNE (1917 – 1999)

Artwork made from road signs and 
found objects.



Margaret OLLIE (1923 – 2011)

● Still life
● Suburban house
● Influenced many other

artists, for example, Ben
Quilty



Brett WHITELEY (1939 – 1992)



Howard ARKLEY (1951-1999)

● Large scale 
suburban house

● Spray paint



Ben QUILTY, (1973 - )
Australian (Sydney)

Official war artist

2011 Archibald prize winner

Worked with “Bali 9” prisoners



Bradley EASTMAN (1980 - )

Explores themes of 
machines, the 
environment, and 
humans; and how 
these three things 
interact.

Murals on buildings 
around Australia and 
the world.



One last thing … 

Humour!  

Please have a look at the 
YouTube clip posted on today’s 
lesson outline.




